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SUB J : SUPBOENA OF BANK RECORDS OF ROK EMBASSY OFFICERS 

REF: STATE 178473 

1 . MOFA AMERICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU DIRECTOR PAK SANG YONG 
CALLED IN POLCOUNS AUGUST 3 TO EXPRESS ROKG CONCERN OVER 
SUPBOENA OF BANK RECORDS OF ROK EMBASSY OFFICIALS AND 
WIFE OF FORMER AMBASSADOR KIM TONG CHO. PAK 

POINTED OUT THAT SUPBOENA WAS APPARENT VIOLATION OF 
OCTOBER 19 UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ROK EMBASSY AND 
USG UNDER WHICH DEPARTMENT OF IUSTICE WITHDREW EARLIER 
SUPBOENAS IN RETURN FOR VOLUNTARY ROKG COOPERATION IN 
SUPPLYING SUMMARY OF BANK RECORDS. PAK SAID THAT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THAT UNDERSTANDING DEPARTMENT OF IUSTICE 
HAD AGREED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER REQUESTS FOR 
BANK RECORDS UNLESS VERY EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES 
OBTAINED. 

2. PAK NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH AGREEMENT ONLY CALLED FOR 
PROVISION OF SUMMARY OF BANK RECORDS. ROKG HAD PROVIDED 
FULL RECORDS AND HAD ALWAYS DEMONSTRATED FULL WILLINGNESS 
TO COOPERATE WITH DOJ INVESTIGATION. PAK SAID THAT IN 
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VIEW OF PAST ROKG RECORD OF COOPERATION HE WAS AT A 
LOSS TO UNDERSTAND WHY DOJ HAD FOUND IT NECESSARY TO 
ISSUE SUPBOENAS. HE NOTED IN PARTICULAR THAT SUPBOENA 
OF FORMER AMBASSADOR'S WIFE'S BANK RECORDS WAS "GOING 
TOO FAR." 

3. POLCOUNS ASKED PAK IF HE WAS SUGGESTING THAT ROKG 
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WAS PREPARED TO VOLUNTARILY SUPPLY RECORDS IF SUBPOENAS 
WERE WITHDRAWN. HE REPLIED THAT ROKG CONTINUED TO BE 
WILLING TO COOPERATE WITH THE DOJ INVESTIGATION IF 
REQUESTS FOR RECORDS WERE REASONABLE (I.E., DID NOT 
AMOUNT TO FISHING EXPEDITION) AND DID NOT INVOLVE A 
WAIVER OF DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES. THE 
ISSUANCE OF A SUBPOENA IMPLIED A RELATIONSHIP OF COERCION 
WHICH THE ROKG FOUND DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT RATHER THAN ISSUING SUBPOENAS, THE JUSTICE DEPT SHOULD 
HAVE GOTTEN IN TOUCH WITH THE ROK EMBASSY'S ATTORNEY, 
GIVING HIM AN INDICATION OF WHAT PERIOD OF TIME AND WHAT 
AMOUNTS OF MONEY THE DEPARTMENT WAS INTERESTED IN, AND 
THE ROKG WOULD HAVE BEEN PERFECTLY WILLING TO COOPERATE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE FOR 
RESPONSE TO MOFA. 

STERN 
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